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Hugh C. McDonald is one of the most re- 
spected policemen and intelligence officers in 
. ^ the United States. » 

He is a former CIA and FBI contract agent, 
former Chief of Detectives for the Los Angeles 
County SherifTs Department, and the man 
charg^ with protecting Sen. Barry Goldwa- 

ter during the 1964 Presidential campaign. 

And he is the" man who tracked down the 
real assassin of President John F. Kennedy. 

Mr. McDonald has staked his professional 
reputation on this, the greatest detective work 
of his long and distinguished career. 

His hook. Appointment in Dallas: The Final 1 

Solution to the Assassination of JFK, published 
by Zebra Books of New York, tells the real 
story at last. . 

MIDNIGHT writer Malcolm Abrams spent 
two days in San Francisco interviewing Hugh 
C. McDonald for this exclusive three-part re- 
port. _ \ , 'fe-rf''. 







I 



How do you begin looki ng for the real assassin of President 
'*°That’w1irth?dilemma facing Hugh If 

tract agent and chief of detectives for Los Ange^s^gug^^^ 

^^McDo^n^'was convinced Lee 

He was nearly convinced that people inside the a A working 
for The Russians did. That they had iWed o« ’ 

President of the United States in retaliation for his stand at 

the Cuban Missile showdown. ^ 

A man high up in the Central Intelligence Agency, Herman 
Kim^ly had told McDonald in 1964 that a Professional as- 
sas^n! “one of the best there is,” had murdered Kennedy. 

« Kimsev knew because the assassin worked for the Cl A at 
the Bay of Pigs. McDonald himself had met the man briefly 
inside CIA headquarters in Washington. 

The assassin had told the whole story to Kimsey. - - 
. Il^SoTKe“!,rf,hadbe»nshotfrom^ 

. County Records Building, not from the Te^as School^B^^^^^ 
Deoository across the street. ' 

— How Oswald was used as a J 

— How the killer was hired and PO'rf o« by a oqnt«^ 
known as “Troit” - a man who had also vwrkedfor the CIA at 
the'Bay of Pigs. , ^ 

For six years, day and 
night, he lived alone with the 
awful truth of Kennedy’s 
death. And for six years,' the 
face of the man he had met 
fleetingly in the CIA head- 
quarters — the man who killed 
the President — burned in his 
memory. -■ ■ 
j Finally, in 1970, H 
■ McDonald determined that no 
matter what the cost, no mat- 
ter what the danger, he would 
find Kennedy’s assassin. 

Kimsey, the man who 
shared the secret, had died. 

His notes regarding the assas-^ 
sination, which he had prom- 
ised to leave to his colleague, 

„ had promptly been seized by 
g: the CIA. 

T- All McDonald had to go on 
was a series of fuzzy photo- 
graphs taken by a covert CIA 

camera at the Russian Em- _ . 

bassy in Mexico. Those are ^ “SAUL”; the professional 
th,. nir.fures. now ..^.cooein \A/hrt ‘hit’ .IFK. ! 
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the mysterious pictures, now 
widely circulated, of a tall, 
powerfully-built man whom 
CIA officials originally iden- 
tified as Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Later the CIA men claimed 
they didn’t know who he was. 

The man in the pictures is 
the real killer of John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

McDonald gave him the 
code name “Saul.” Then he 
began to hunt him down. 

..Few men ' weje^ ...be tt er^ 



assassin who ‘hit’ JFK. 
equipped to find a hired killer 

than Hugh C: McDonald; As a 

CIA contract agent and ^ a - 
military intelligence officer in 
World War II, he had worked 
in espionage on both sides of 
the Iron Curtain. ; . . 

And years before, he had 
helped assemble a secret 
anti-Communist spy network, 
code-named “Blue Fox, 
'^whichwasgtiUacfivei ^^^ 





— Former CIA agent, Hugh C. McDonald tells how he 

tracked down JFK’s real killer. ^ ■ 

— The killer’s trail leads to the CIA and the Russians. 

— Lee Harvey Oswald was an innocent ‘patsy.’ 

— The real assassin is alive and could be brought to 
trial. : 



MIDNIGHT writer Malcolm Abrarris (left) spent two days in San Francisco interview- 
^;ing Hugh Q.^McDonald forthis special three-part 'series. : 






pean Intelligence.. ■ 

In September, 1970, shortly 
after his retirement from the 
L.A. County Sheriff s De- 
partment^: McDonald was 
sent overseas on special 
assignment for the CIA. 

■ •He used this opportunity to 
begin looking for “Saul.” 

To every agent of “Blue' 
Fox” that McDonald could 
contact, he gave out a pic- 
ture of the assassin. Within 
months, the name “Saul,”’ 
with the photograph, had been 
circulated throughout the 
world’s intelligence commun- 
ity. ' 

The message that 
McDonald circulated was 
simply that he wanted to hire 
“Saul” for a job. Yet some 
people knew otherwise. 

> .One of the first agents he 
'approached asked him 
^straight out; “Does your in- 
, terest in., this man have anyr . 
thing to do with the murder of 
your President in 1963?’’;^,*:-^ 
McDonald was'’ lost Tor 
words, 

SfrSOver the next two years, the 
search took him to London, 
Augsburg, Garmisch, Oslo, 
Helsinki,v;.„f Zurich and 
Copenhagen., 

In Augsburg, he was told 
that the man in the picture was 
dead. But .while 'still in West 
Germany;', his hopes that; 



7' “Saul” wa'sfaiive were re- ' 
vived in a most unusual way. . 
McDonald awoke in a hotel 
” with a knife at his throat. A 
voice in the darkened room 
whispered: “You have come 
to the end of the road, mis-^ 
ter. . . .. . 

: A highly-trained man who 
'has killed in self-defense, 
McDonald acted swiftly. He 
moved into his assailant, not 
_away. He caught the man by 
surprise, kicking out with his. 
pajama-clad knees., 

Then he struck the intruder, ,, 
in the face. The man fell an'd 
staggered out of the room. 

-■ It was a sloppy murder at- 
tempt, McDonald reasoned, j 
Not really worthy of “Saul” : 
— a man who ’had killed a 
President. -i- *- 

It might even have had to do 
with other CIA, matters, not 
the Kennedy assassination at 
_-;, all. Butit made McDonald de- 
termined to continue the 
■ search. 

■ The disappointments were 
many. On three occasions 
.“Blue Fox”' agents sum- 
moned him to Europe for a 
“look” at known assassins 
: who might be “;Saul.” 

Three times McDonald - 
struck out. .. 

There was one more at- 
tempt on his life. As he step- 
- ped out of London’s Heath- 




JFK"’s killer tracked down 



after 1.3 years. 

"row Airport, a man grabbed 
his suitcase and hustled him 
into a waiting black car.^t-;;.^^ 
But this attempt was 'also 
clumsy and unsuccessful. The 
kidnaping was foiled when a 
jreal'cab driver intervened, 
protesting furiously that the 
“illegitiraate” taxi was steal- 
ing his passenger. ■ > -tie-5* 
(Continued on p^e .H) " 
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McDonald jumped out and 
the man in the black limousine 
sped away. 

. In June of 15»72, McDonald 
was called to Europe again by 
Blue Fox.” He was told to 
be m the lobby of the West- 
bury Hotel in London be- 
tween two and four in the 
afternoon. 

McDonald, was disil- 
lusioned, sick of wild goose 
chases, his funds running low. 

Nevertheless, at 2 o’clock, 

he was there. 

An hour later, “Saul” 
walked in the front door of the 

■ Westbury Hotel. s; 

He looked like an American 
tourist — casually but expen- 
sively dressed, with no neck- 
tie, a blue tweed jacket, white 
- shirt, doeskin slacks, and 
Gucci loafers. His hair was - 
thick and short, slightly gray 
at the temples. 

Witlv“Saur’ was a “Blue 
' Fox” agent. The three men 
j shook hands in the hotel 
lobby. Then the agent ex- 
cused himself, and McDonald 
and “Saul” got down to busi- 
ness. 

. The business was the truth 

■ about John F. Kennedy’s mur- 
, der. 

McDonald sat on the edge 
of the bed, with the profes- 
sional killer facirl^ him in an 
armchair. 

In a spotlessly clean, taste- 
fully decorated hotel room, 
4,000 miles from the spot 
where Kennedy was shot, 
McDonald waited to hear the 
details. 

To get to this room, he had 




HUGH C. McDonald, au- 
thor of “Appointment in 
Dallas; the Final Solution 
to the Assassination of 
7 : JFK. . 



traveled 50,000 miles across' 
10 countries at a personal cost 
of $30,000. Yet the one over- 
whelming thought in his mind 

was to get out of there. 

- As McDonald told MID- 
NIGHT: “I wanted to S it ' 
over with. I wanted to get the 
story and go. ‘Saul’ frightened 
me. He fnghtened me the first 
hme I saw him in 1961 and he 
fnghtened me in 1972. 

“I couldn’t get rid of that 

man fast enough. I was afraid 
of him, pure and simple.” 

McDonald handed “Saul” a 

typed manuscript. It con- 
tained the story that Herman ' 
Kimsey had told him, the 
stoiy of JFK’s assassination. 

“Saul” , was surprised. He 
had no idea that such a docu- 
rnent existed. He read it 
slowly, making only one alter- 
ation. Kimsey had used the 
word “Mauser” to describe 
me gun that killed the Presi- 
dent. The man who had pulled 
the trigger now changed it to 
“European rifle.” 

McDonald explained to 
MIDNIGHT, “Saul” was 



willing to repeat the tale, an 
in more detail, because h 
viewed the ex-cop as a profes 
sional colleague. After all 
both had worked as contrac 
5, agents for the GlA, Both hat 
been in “battle.””Bofh hai 
killed. . 

: What’s' more, as far as 

‘Saul” was concerned, 
McDonald was still with the 
. ^*A. And “Saul” figured he 
had enough “dope” on that 
_ agency to blackmail it for a 
■ thousand years. - ^ 

But there was one more 
reason for- “Saul” to tell his 
tale. He had pulled off the big- 
gest “hit” of the century — on 
the President of the United 
States. He couldn’t keep it to 
himself. 

Still,. .“Saul” cautioned 
McDonald: “TeU this story to 
anyone else and you won’t sur- 
vive on this earth another 
week.” .-T • 

,.,:^‘^Donald took this as a 
“friendly” warning, not a' 
threat. There were powerful 
men behind “Saul” who had 
plotted the murderi They al- 
most certainly were, con- 
nected with the CIA. Quite 
1 ukely they were tied to the 
• Soviet Union. ^ ^ 

There s no . telling wfia’ 
those people would do if th 
tnie story of JFK’s assassint 
tion were revealed.. But mui 
der, both men agreed, was 

definite possibility . rjo 
- Hugh C; McDonald has de 
cided to take that chance. Hi' 

■ Appointment in Dallas 
the Final Solution to th 
Assassination of JFK’-’, ha 
just been published. He'toic 

the whole story to MID 
NIGHT. o iviiu 

“I feel there’s less of a 







^ Coiit i hied 

~m~~7 



PaggS 





OSWALD: 

■J:“dtci not murder Kennedy 

^threat no McDonald^^ . 
‘‘The : precarious time was 
v^when I iwas, preparing the 
story for publication and be- 
fore it was going to publica- 






seem to me that 
r^ul’^ould see thisii.?<:> '*'■ 
S ‘ ‘If. anything happens to me 
how, it would simply prove the 
. story. And that holds not only 
for ‘Saul’ but for those people 
of him. _ ; , 

think that ^ter this 
story comes out, and gaitis 
credence.lhese invisible peo- 
ple will have to make a move. 
....“I think that if I have done, 
anything by telling this story — 

I may have signed ‘Saul’s’ 
death Warrant. I think they’ll 
kill ‘Saul.’:’’:#?"^^’:^«'^;’S’” *. ' 



r^ext week ’in MIDNIGHT; , ' 
“Saul” tells how he mur- 
:"dered ’ 

— Why the Warren Commis- 
sion hid the truth. ‘"r : “ 

: — Is it too late to get the real . 
killers? ■ . 



